
  
 
 
September 23, 2019 
 
 
 
Secretary Sonny Perdue 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Food and Nutrition Service Agency 
3101 Park Center Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22302 
 
Re: FNS-2018-0037; RIN 0584-AE62  

Revision of Categorical Eligibility in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
 
Submitted electronically at www.regulations.gov 
 
Dear Secretary Perdue: 
 
On behalf of the Minnesota Hospital Association’s (MHA) 140 hospital and health system members 
caring for patients and strengthening communities across Minnesota, we appreciate the opportunity to 
provide the following comments regarding the proposed revisions to eligibility for Supplement Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits. Our members are increasingly aware of the strong connection 
between access to affordable and nutritional food and the health status and outcomes of the 
individuals, families and communities we serve. SNAP benefits play a crucial role in providing the food 
access and security needed to improve and maintain health. 
 
If the proposed changes to determining eligibility for SNAP are implemented, approximately 35,500 low-
income Minnesotans are expected to lose these important benefits. More than half of the people who 
would lose benefits are children. This is not an issue limited to the Twin Cities metropolitan area. More 
than half of the Minnesotans expected to lose their SNAP benefits live outside of the 7-county 
metropolitan area. 
 
Without SNAP benefits, the number of people facing food insecurity will undoubtedly increase, putting 
their health and well-being at risk. These health risks are not limited to those obvious harms associated 
with poor nutrition; they include the untenable decisions people become forced to make between 
buying food or filling or complying with their medication prescriptions, or between food and going to a 
clinic to address an emerging health condition. 
 
In addition to our concerns regarding the health and well-being of the Minnesotans served by our 
members, MHA is concerned that the proposal runs counter to other efforts underway to reduce 
administrative burdens and streamline government functions. Today, eligibility in some benefit 
programs automatically qualifies someone from other programs with similar eligibility standards. This 
allows our state and county governments, health care providers, and social service agencies to reduce  
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unnecessary bureaucracy and administrative costs. With so much work underway within the 
Administration to reduce paperwork, align agencies and programs, and foster greater efficiency, the 
proposed changes to SNAP eligibility are disturbingly out of synch. 
 
Accordingly, MHA encourages your agency to reconsider and withdraw its proposed changes to SNAP 
eligibility standards, allow low-income Minnesotans to continue to have access to benefits that improve 
their food security and nutrition, and avoid unnecessarily increasing government bureaucratic costs. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share our thoughts. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Matthew L. Anderson, J.D. 
Interim President & CEO 
 


